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represent one of the possible plans that | ) the n | 
of some of the President's advisers. Certainly these per- 
I 
ms are no more unsavory than those sen when we 
; , 
moved into North Africa and Ita ind if we did not 
1 the behavior of De G to our fter we 
| ? 
ind in France, they n t well be adopted as new 
D > d ¢ [ ] | waltor Or 2 thy Com- 
mittee of Liberation makes sense only if our pol 
nakers are in fact holding the door open for such dea 
e - e . } ] ] 1 ¢ . ] } 
n case expediency should make them seem desirable 
4s 
Friends of the President, persons who know th le 
repre nts tn cst f ta 1p } yf | ent nt 
! 1 } ’ 
tional pol must feel dor listressed that he should 
ersist in an a ide so fatal to the f] und de 
cratic standing of Amet in Europe. But e na 
hea ‘ n y | r) } ’ ; } eer 
119m year no ood ¢ l iM \ \ r 
' ae : ee See , ve ee 
vat a line of actron 1s good when it ts clea lan gere 
The only sensible course for progressive supporters of 


the Administration to take is to urge the 
1 ™ if = ? . 1 
free Dbimself from the opse 


s10ns that hay ntrolled 


policy toward De Gaulle, to get rid of reacti 


’ | } t - 
visers like Leahy, and to accept the logic of his 


most generous announced aims 


Mr. Stettinius is in London ‘exp! 


President 


toring’ the politi 


1 as Pret 


orge Be 


1} 


mary ac 


ef 
released 


and would find places for such ot} 


1s 
] 


i- 


best and 


problems which confront the Allied powers. Britain is 


said to feel strongly that recognition of De Gaulle shor 


+ be 
not c 


vince 


lelayed any longer. Perhaps Mr. Eden can « 


our representative that the trailing remnan 


bhi ge 


America’s Vichy t be 


4 


abandoned 


poli y mu 
Allied armies attempt to 


subverted 


Not all 


land on French soil 


si 


or influence for the hatred of the French undergr 


and the enmity of its acknowledged leaders. 


‘ 


traitors in France could compensate us in arms 


4 







Russia in the Balkans 


BY BOGDAN RADITSA 


across the River 


Prut, ready to strike at the heart of Rumania, It 

ns pr bable, therefore, that it is the Russians— 

aided by the various national armies of liberation vho 
will bring about the llapse of German military strengtn 
in the Balkans { not England and America, although 


; are giving substantial assistance to the 


Moreover, the great people's 
movements ym the chaos of Balkan politics 


have derived inspiration and courage from Russia's ex- 


ample and will reinforce Russia's influence on the peace. 

Resistance to fascism in the northern Balkan states 
has been less articulate than among the Grecks and South 
Slavs. When Rumania fell to the Nazis, the king and 
his military clique submitted to all Hitler’s demands and 
abandoned the wise foreign policy which had been for- 


mulated by Nicholas Titulescu. (Eduard Benes and Titu- 
lescu were the only statesmen in the Little Entente who 
understood that friendship with Russia could be of endur- 


ing value to Southeastern Europe.) No vigorous popular 
movement has developed in Rumania, although an un- 
derground certainly exists there and large numbers of 
Rumanians have joined Marshal Tito’s Partisans. 

The amount of resistance in Hungary is something of 
a mystery. Count Karolyi broadcast from London an ap- 
peal to Hungarians to join Tito’s armies, and lately many 


1 me so. 


The deep abyss between the ruling class 
and the masses of the people in both 


Rumania has unquestionably heightened the significance 


have « 
Hungary and 


of Russia for the masses. For them the Soviet govern- 
ment is the embodiment of the people's will, and when 
the present rulers of Hungary and Rumania go down, 
as they inevitably must, Russia's influence on the new 
political structure to be built will be profound. 

The Bulgarians, like other Balkan peoples, have been 
frustrated by a foreign king, a military caste, and an 
aggressive bureaucracy, but they have made their will 
known. Strongly pro-Russian, they have organized an 
active resistance movement and outlined a concrete pro- 
ram of political action. Although Bulgaria is in the 
Axis camp, it maintains diplomatic relations with Russia; 
the Soviet legation is still in Sofia. It is possible that the 
government allows this incongruous situation to continue 
is a concession to the Bulgarian people and in the interest 
‘f domestic peace. 

The main stream of Balkan energy flows of course 
from Yugoslavia. The Yugoslav National Army of Lib- 


eration has become a powerful instrument for the coordi- 


} 


nation of Balkan resistance and the unification of Balkay 


aspirations. Its growth is pr of of the revolutionar 


f 


hp 
Deo 


acter of this war, for it expresses not only the 


e to German domination, but their repu 


resistan¢ 


policy pursued by the Yugoslav government 


‘ 


ot the 


tween the two wars. 


An understanding of the political and military { 
at work in Yugoslavia and througliout the Balkar 
be furthered by a brief review of some recent pol 
happenings in this storm center of the European 
tinent, 

Up to the end of 1940 Yugoslavia had not recog 
the Soviet government, and only the constant pr 
of democratic elements upon Prince Paul induced 
inally to send an envoy to the Kremlin. Behind 
intransigent anti-Soviet policy were the late King A 
ander, Nicholas Pachich, leader of the Serbian R 
Party, and his successors, part of the Serbian Ortho- 
dox church, the Foreign Office, and the army o 
all of whom despised the Soviet system as much 4s 
they had respected the Czarist regime. For twenty-t 
years after the Revolution the old Czarist Ambas 
Baron Strandmann, remained in Belgrade as Russia's 
credited representative. He was actually on the diplor 
list until 1940. 

Strandmann was for years the most influential 
sonality in Belgrade society and diplomatic circles 
lived in the old Russian legation, across the strect { 


Ha 


the royal palace, just as in former days when Russia 
considered itself the guardian of Serbian interests 
disposed of 30,000,000 dinars a year (approxin 
$600,000), provided partly by a special item in the 
Yugoslav budget and partly by the secret funds of the 
Foreign Office. This enormous sum of money was s}* 
primarily for the dissemination of anti-Soviet 
ganda in Yugoslavia and abroad. 

Immediately after the Russian Revolution the Czaris 
General Wrangel established two military-cadet schools 
in Yugoslavia, where young White Russian exiles | 
instilled with rabidly anti-Soviet doctrines. The bannes 
of General Wrangel’s army waved ostentatiously in 
center of Belgrade. These same White Russians | 
strong grip on the puppet Belgrade government, 4n4 
after the collapse of Yugoslavia an effective Germ’ 
fifth column, quite ready to cooperate with the Gestapo 
wa; recruited from among them. 


During the First World War, Frano Supilo, a Crougttees in M 
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hitran, Vv isited St. Petersbt rg, the capita 
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», The Russian Foreign Office, he 


Sk — sa 7 


ilo told Sazanov, 


cp he Se eT A OO 


eo — 








of a world n up of small ulira- 
f 5. i f 4 iat their rit $ 
fr S yt of Soviet Russia 
| 
B 1 peoples have « e to understand that the 
i i 

' 1 I ilt against R ia Was an ¢ il 
r ft r own co LDSC is \ is of the collaps 
O | pre-war Europe: they know that Eur pe cannot 

’ | ' 

live in peace if that dam is rebuilt. 

a 1] + ) 

American econor port will be greatly necded 


The NAT! 


Le sce ‘ } - rere ¢ of Ler : ,! ) 
throughout the region, and in making political 
the Ba s will in heavily upon the Allie 
full understanding among Great Britain, the | 
‘ ‘ —— ™ , | 1 17. ' | 
States, and Russia—before the Balkans have be: 
ated is or the utmost importance, not only f 
Balkan : sles but for the general settlement of 
Ikan p< 7 for the general settlement of 


when peace has come. After Italy, the Balkans 


the United Nations consider th« 


G.l in India—Il 


HE lot of American soldiers in India who are sta- 


tioned in or near large ies 1s quite different from 
that of men stuck remote valleys and 


it was reported that a Senatorial 


a } 
i 


iway in 


India had spent an evening in Duration 


Den, the luxuriously appoint d American Red Cross 
club in New Delhi, listening to the griping of the sol- 
diers there, the news provoked derisive comments in 
this monsoon-washed valley. Men who had spent a year 


OI 


r more waiting for a ten-day furlough in Delhi or Cal- 
sweating it out” they call it here—wondered 


what the devil the ‘hotel diers had to complain 


y 
The life of “‘hotel’’ soldiers, most of whom live in 
barracks or tents, in India is not an extended lark, but 
11. 14 "7 1+ AA, “ r iW sf 1 “ : 
{ r is it « ecially difficuit. My first six weeks 1n 
India were spent at a desert camp some fifteen miles 
from a fairly large city, and despite occasional sand- 
heat which often hovered around 110, and 


torms, 
The 
city did not come up to an American's notions of clean- 
liness, but it offered a modern motion-picture theater, 


several good restaurants, and a variety of rather interest- 


swarms of evilly persistent flies. life was bearable. 


ing shops. 

An Indian-operated bus line ran between the camp 
and the city, and most of us went in three or four times 
a week. Indians are fatalists, or at least drive as if they 
were. One afternoon a friend and I hitched a ride on a 
bus carrying Indian laborers. It was ancient in a way no 
American jalopy, however rickety, ever ts. The cab, in 
which we rode, was held together by old pieces of rope 
and a few « 
dashboard read zero, But it went down the road at an 


other 


usually placed nails, and all the gauges on the 


camel caravans and 


careened off the road on to 


astonishing speed, passing 
buses. Twice in passing it 
the sand and almost turned over before it careened back 


After the second time the driver, apparently feel- 
ing that he owed us an explanation, smiled pleasantly 


I found 


again 
> 


und said, “Steering wheel loose, no brakes.”’ 





myself silently remonstrating, “It’s all right for 


As a Hindu you believe you'll be reincarnated. B 


People in Blank, which is as far as the censor 
permit one to go in naming the city, were g 
friendly. We had some misgivings at first, | 
“Quit India” was scrawled across almost every 

iw. But this did not appear to be directed at us 
did not throw flowers into the streets when we r 
but they were hospitable. 

American influence was conspicuous in the s| 
district. Goodyear and Kodak signs were freque: 
stocks of American goods, though they were path 
small, were displayed proudly. In a crooked, ur 
lane I came across a furniture shop full of Grand | 
“modern.” When we went into sh« ps which had Ar 
can goods, the proprietor would point to them and s2j 


O.K. One grocery store had American canned g00<j, 
but the prices were fabulous—$2.10 for a 19-cent can 
of Libby's fruit juice, 90 cents for a 10-cent can of Heinz 


ae 


soun, $5 for a crock of cheese. 

We had been told that our money would go thre 
times as far in India as it did in the states, but w 
soon realized that we had been grossly misinformed. A 
least for American soldiers, nothing in Blank was cheap 
This was partly because war shortages had boosted th 
price of articles we wanted, and partly because In dian 
believe all Americans have more money than they kn 
what to do with, Beggars and vendors all over Ind 
invariably approach us with, “You rajah, me poor man 
When I tell a shopkeeper that a price is more than I a 
afford, he is likely to smile condescendingly, as if to si 
“What a quaint sense of humor you Americans have.” 

Bookshops were almost as plentiful as curio shop 
but they had a curious collection of English books. Int 


city’s largest bookstore I found a second-hand copy 0 
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] + | | R ; 1. a 2 y | f of f {wer 
had iong sociai conversations ¥V 1 the shopkeepers 
j ect ML the ntion of the Board Overseers to 
sionally offered tea even when it was plain 
' 1 ] 
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J } 1 ; - 
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N NEW YEAR'S EVE, 1939, Elmer Rogers, 


' : : S 
his wife, and his four-year-old son were brutally 
f red in their home near Fort 1 son, Okla 
1] id 
homa At ler son, eight years Old, saved himself nd 
) 1 ‘ 
I il ther. The Rogerses were killed with a t- 
‘ ] + } ' the h . + 
Lv and muitlia 1 W 1 al x: then the house was set 
burning all th em 
; 
It was a leous Cfil t most revolting in the 
I ] r lity Was af©r 1S | 
' | 
Soon veral wh ers from a rby prison camp 
; ie ol 
were ari 1, This br it much unfavy e publicity 
] Vy 
ibout the Okliah 1 state-prison n, al 1 War i 
, 
I) ft penit iry, put on tl rt, 
went to Fort Tow » make an investigation. The Gov 
ra . f ( to report ont I er 
, 
( A i ( Grover rs CX il Nn 
r for \ ; {1 had had a good deal of 
{ | } 
( { 1O ‘ Early in January the 
\ ) ] t r ror tl ne were re- 
~ ‘ 
1 1 J » W. D. Lyons, was arre 1 
H murder 
On t ght of | ry 11 Lyons was visiting his 
i n-la 1 left her home to get some illegal whis- 
' } | 1 } a 7 ; 1] 
iden in the woods, On his v back he met Ennis 
Aiken i ‘ iw several cars of police om rs drive up 
» the house, and Lyons asked Aikens to go ask his wite 


vhat the trouble was down there.”” When Lyons started 
was met by two men, Reasor Cain and 
Oscar Bearden, the former a special officer of the Frisco 
revolvers they seized him, bound 


urms behind his back with his belt, and started to 


ks from the jail Cain broke off a piece 


ne-inch board lying on the street and Bearden struck 


Lyons on the head with it. He also kicked Lyons and told 
were going to burn and kill him by degree 
he confessed to the Rogers murders. When they 
| the jail, Leonard Holmes, the jailor, greeted 

I hy striking |} n the mouth with the jail keys. 
Bearden told Holmes to “get some more officers and 
lrag him through ‘colored town’ and let the rest 
f the niggers learn a lesson.”” But Holmes could find no 


+ time. and so they took Lyons to the 


tit, Al 


There Deputy Sheriff Floyd Brown 


! him to the floor and kicked him in the stomach 


cell But not for 


) i 
i I i 





en Aug t 10 1941. Warden Tunn wags killed in a pr break 


ra who held him as hostage and murdered 


it to be effected 


r iong-ter prisone 


ue was abo 








A Fan of Bones 


BY LUCILLE B. MILNER 


ns was tak 
Stairs to a small room adjoining the sheriff's off 


M patncred the shneritft, two deputy sherilts, 


ballistics expert, two highway patrolmen, and tl 


vator, Vernon Cheatwood. 


One of the officers made Lyons stand agai: 
1 ne ee ! | 
wilh his arms stretched ove his head Wii 


the stomach and blacked his eye. The sheriff 


halt in order to question Lyons for about thirty 1 


1 
and then the beatings were r 1 until ¢ 
again stopped them and had Lyons taken to his « 
ie 


One evening a week or so later, about dusk 
Sheriff Brown and two highway patrolmen to 
from his cell to the office of the county pros 


room about fourteen by sixteen. During the « 


room. Lyons was handcuffed and placed in 
Vernon Cheatwood sat directly in front of h 
than a foot away, with a blackjack in his hand, h 
ger beater’’ he called it. During the questioning ‘ 
wood struck Lyons on the knees, hands, arms, 
with the blackjack. “Every time he hit me with it,” I 


says, ‘something in it would rattle like buckshot 


now and then Reasor Cain would strike Lyons vw 
fist, and ‘“‘when h 
would take it a while... and they beat me that 
night, yelling questions. . .. They would say, ‘Y 
those people, didn’t you, you god-damned son-of- 


you're going to tell before we turn you loose! 


and then a highway patrolman would take Lyo: 


1 1 


the chair and bend him across a table while Ch 
would beat him on the back of the head with th 
father of Mrs. Rogers, E. O. Colclasure,” 


her sister-in-law, Mrs. Vernon Co'clasure, test 


—_ 


Cheatwood boasted to them of what he had don 
At about 2:30 in the morning an officer bri 
pan of bones and placed it on Lyons’s lap. “1! 


they was the bones of Mrs. Rogers, Mr. Rogers 

baby,”’ Lyons testified. (No attempt was ma 

prosecution to explain how these bones were 

twenty-two days after the Rogerses were murd 

never seen bones of a dead person before; I nes 

dead people before, and I was afraid of those ! 
' 


my lap. Mr. Cheatwood would lay the bon 


hand teeth bones and body bones—and make ! 


basis ti 










* Since the trial Mr. Colelasure has been active In loca 
affaires and at present fa chairman of the Fort Towson !r 


National Association for the Advancement of Colored I 


| 
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got tired the highway patrolm 


























estioned Ly 
nothing 
“TIL make 
Ns was again threatcncd witt Thi tinued for 
iis was 1 
Nn without food the entire day and wrnhou 
afternoon. He “couldn't stand 1 
answered their questions as he was 1n 
r was ¢ illed to take 
len Dunn and Deputy 


tone 


the nignt 
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> 


til he agreed to take the 1 and admit his “‘guilt.” 
I r was held t ». Up to 
; time I 1 had no lawyer. At the hearing two 
neys 1 by the court to defend him 
1 to act and were ¢ 1, and the hearing pro- 
' t | for > def int 
Wi ( tion of the { confession, the only 
nst h + } Ce } t} state was t ny 
ti $s was cart ra twelve-gauge shotgun wrapped 
L ; r int olored ion of Fort Towson 
» day of the murder, that he had bought six No. 4 
s from local store on t lay of the murder, and 
t the R rses re killed with No. 4 shot from a 
Lyons itted that he had bor- 
‘dat shotgun on that day to go hunt- 
with ei id hy ft Ti sh I's 1 that he 
‘d th ) wrapped in a vspaper because he did 
pe} 
LV i y jicen 
5 ; \ l an tenced to life imprison- 
i [ r re 1 1 ) nd d oO! the 
1 confessi le in the warden’s office at McAles- 
ybjection of Lyons’s counsel, 
was p 1 by the National Association for 
Ad Colored P The first 
vas ¢ m ¢ the court ruling that 
t t have ] 1 frichtened into making 
by | s of ¢ ling and by placing 
s of the f bodies « C 1 persons in 
lap during th ionin The court admittedly 
under t on that several days had elapsed 
the two « sions but did not withdraw 
md ¢ f f rom ¢ tion | t! fury 
1 it was revealed that both confessions were made 
i n la irtually no rest for the prisoner 
in a | to t Criminal Court of Appeals, taken 
half of Lyons by the National Association for the 
incement of Colored People and the American Civil 
rties Union as MS CUI) on the ground that he 
heen denied d rocess of law guaranteed by the 
stitution, resulted 11 1 unanimous decision upholding 
onviction. The United States Supreme Court has 
1 certiorari, and iments will be heard during 


use of 


ion obtained by force and violence is a viola- 
Constitution. “The rack and torture chamber 

t b i} ted for the witness chair,”” the court 
1 of f ntly in reversing a conviction obtained 
milar ¢ in M ippi. A long line of court de- 
has firmly established the principle that any con- 
8 le after on onfession has been obtained by 
\ nce is likewise inadmissible unless the 

in prove beyond a reasonable doubt that all the 


} 1 1 _ 
influences which forced the accused to confess pr 
The Supreme ( 
not yet passed on this point, but in a case wi 


been completely removed. 


before it recently (Canty v. Alabama, 309 U. § 
it granted the prisoner’s petition for certiorari 
versed the conviction without even permitting 
In that instance the 


Montzgom 


as to the merits. 
) 


tort . 
coriured 


to argu 
in a police station at 
ay to Kilby Prison 


bama, then carried miles aw 


>! ] avetl + £ ° } > f 
allegedly without force and in the presence of 
who wer alles edly not at the earlier scene, the 
made a confession 


In the Wind 


N ESSAY CONTEST in Columbus, Ohio, on t 
R cra! subject “What to Do with Adolf Hitler: 
n by a ro girl 4 


won by a sixteen-vear-old Nevrro |. Her ide f 
i ire jus mM Z is to put the Fuhret oabl 
ind make n spend tl rest of his life in Amer 
CATHOLICS in the d se of ( x it are for 
1 1 } T ’ c 
have anything to do with Russian War Relief 

Ty \} . , 

THE OFF] 5 in 7 N pn quarters are 
with the letters of the et. On moving day 
covered that there was no office 1 1M ! 

; ; , 

marxed L and J Ml is the thirteenth letter 


re tly prepared a Drochure asking for su ion 

tri l ) Ordnance oliicers in e€ l1eid atop 
i 

engineers. Fifty-six per cent of all! tl deas sul 


found feasible. 


ROBERT P. GERHOLZ, presi lent of the Nationa! 
of Home Butiders, was recently it sted in tl 


1 Or 


tion 


Jortlan 


on, as 


11 »? mbher-on 
unders number Ss a 


lic housing is the 


and the Federal Public Housing Authority their nu: 


opponent. “It’s up private builder to see 


FPHA does not get a single appropriation with w! 
pro} 


finance housing in the post-war period,’’ he said 


lic housing makes for class serregation.”” This 
to West Coast shipyard workers living in pub! 


developments. 
FESTUNG EUROPA: When a street 


crowded these days, the conductor cheers up the pa 


Norwegian 


by calling, “Withdraw according to plan to the rear o! 


car!” ... Since the Nazis have deprived non-Nazi 


in Norway of the right to perform marriages, 98 p 


rc 


of the marriages have been civil ceremonies, followed 


“church blessing” administered by a non-Nazi pas! 


[The $5 prize for the best item received during 


poes to Jam Le eh, /r., f r the sfor4 { the Dewey Can 


or 


a4 
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sloean devised by the Union for Democratic Action, “D 


or Don't He?” in the issue of March 11.} 
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which are necessary to the autho: 
. 2 ry 


and to France's greatness in the worid. } 


( cy. however, must insure to 
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her with Peyrouton, Boisson, and others, b i From an international point of \ t g ! 

Pucheu was charged with collaboration v the trial might better, perhaps, have been po ned it 
Nn v ith respo lity ror th C rsecutions ir? lo I C limited tO § OI 1 I UNS 7 habl. if 

A i 
us ministry, and, in particular, with tl f i nt vine the mor ri char | after the 
I 
n and his colleagues of a special tribuna uch con- liberation of Fr Some fairly influentia Ir hmen 
1ed patriots to the guillotine. The court overlooked { ) n; th were not heard. 1 7 










; part in the designation of hostages to f rt by; ever, isad ite subject, one in which the wl ( 

Germans but produced from the Journal O tion of the independer of the Fr 1 nat 

igh orders bearing his signature to establish to its volved, a question to which Fr men are legit 
sfaction his treasonable relations with the enemy. The most sensitive. It therefore best merely t 
e judges—two magistrates and three generals—con- this aspect of the prol without going int 

ined him; General de Gaulle refused to pardon him Let us remember in nclusion that P f 
Politically, this verdict is significant for several rea- in the eyes of the France that resists but tr 

First of all, it means that Algiers refuses to absolve the « lef 

; reason, even two-faced treason. It is probable that times even dor ting the proceed ar 

heu did play a double game. His conversations w ry to whicl bitter paid tribute 
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t art had funct oned. It came ) rcailze { that th 
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4 Or 
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? s 
fined. The ave of specialization and of limited intellectu 
Paes 
ly 


objectives ifter Hegel, for instan 

ssophe opped constructing Ww rld systems. ehin 
And with Manet and Courbet Western paintin 0 

Impressionism } ushed the faithful repro { 

of nature so far that repre sentational painting wa stg 


ncited by a positivism borrowed 


the impressionists made the discovery—sta 
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(There was 





picture became almost a kind of relief. 
lox in the fact that both Van Gogh and Gauguin were 
to rescue painting from the materialism into which 
ed the impressionists of having sunk it. ) 
i Fan ea ly in the first de ad ot th > cei . CO 
1 pictures with fiat, high keyed color which was ar- 


vy in any representational sense and more or less dis- 
ited from contour. Cubism, parodying by exaggeration 
+ 


traditional methods of rendering volume and light in a 


iiring effort to restore the third 





finished by annihilating the third din 

ted in paintings that were completely flat—and thus 
‘ ‘ 4 

ymplished the counter-revolution in principle. Picasso, 


ique, Gris, and the others through whose art cubism 
ed refused to accept its ultimate conclusions, and o 
had arrived at pictures from which the identities of 


»hyects had disappeared, they did an about-face and returned 
1e logic of cubism and become outright abstraction 


olability, more or less, of the piane s ace. With a speed 


it still seems amazin , one ol the most epo 1! traf yrma- 


in the history Ort art Was a 





and industry dissolved the concept of t ) 
{U pt oF a ) Instead of | ny oused, the mx 
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Art is under no categorical imperative to corres 


, point to the underlying tendencies of its age. Artists 

; 
do whatever they can get away wi h, and what they car 
not to be determined beforehand. Good | 


lifes. and torsos will still be turned out. Y 





and the conclusion is forced by o \ 
not by | reference—that the most ambitious and eff 
! r ( 


torial art of these times 1s abstract or goes in th 
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The South and the Negro 


{CE AND RUMORS OF RACE; CHALLENGE TO 


AMERICAN CRISIS. By Howard W. Odum. The 
University of Nor Caro a P : @ 
ROFESSOR ODUM has s : 
1 f 4 ; a l € » ft 
g in South during the la 
» first six months of 1943 co t . 5 
to © i 1 nis trad i 
1 against the econ nd « ral kK 
1 and the social changes which e | 
1 by World War II. In order to lerstand w the 


eved, the author holds, it is 1 
redo in regard to the Negro. The twenty-o 
the Southern credo, as the author states 
lief that the Negro is not human and must be k 
iferior position This explains, for exampie, ¥ 


and generous Christian Southern wi 





‘ ; fa) f 
ind C 
> new y i yf ) 
1 tha +} ’ 
iA 
} ] ' 4 
1 yas l 1 i 
InvOlViINg t 
re 
anda the W » 
Ice OT { { - y 
7 
Negro pro 
I 
: , } 
italogue OF fr rs 18 divided into four gro i a 
f ¢ a ' + r+ + A 
| rises Sto s OI empts on € pat oT t 
i 
1 1 — 
t of “their 1 e.”’ Many of these rumo Ny 
I 
+ AT + >) . > 
1 INe€LTO we mn were escaping fro! 
f poorly paid domestic service. The most ce 
} m f 
e con ning the organization and activities of ¢ 


i white woman in every kitchen by 1943 


ii chapter to the folikiore that grew uf around the nai 
I r 


‘ » ] ey L-] ao X% fra scar Py 
Mrs. Roosevelt. This folklore was often so d racerul 
it the author is moved to state that the South forgot its 


ion of chivalry and good manners toward women. The 
i group of rumors consisted of “stories of Negroes 
ig over white women” or having the “bold intention 


The author feels that 





ichieve the hated ‘social equality 
1ors in this class were so widespread and readily believed 
ause of the dormant heritage of fear of Negro men among 
e women. However, to the reviewer it appears that they 
e also related to a sense of guilt on the part of white 

who have had access to Negro women while white 
en have been taboo to the Negro man. In many cases 
) men were reported to have told wh 


or about to b 





ye drafted that they would “take care of 
women.” The third group has to do with preparations 
ye revolt, including the widespread rumor that Negroes 
‘re buying up ice picks. Other rumors were difhcult to 


1c , 
te e019 
inted for the Ife 


, issify; some appeared to have been pl: he | 


yf sabotage. For example, it may surprise many readers 





) learn that there was a rumor current that “when Hitler 
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book he asks whether the South can ex 
tion of sin’’ and 
In view of Professor Odum's sympathetic presentation of 
> outlook and aspirations of Negro youth and his excellent 


analysis of racial rumors 1n relation to Southern society, one 


would be inclined to overlook certain inconsistencies if ( 
were not bound up with the central probiem of the Negro 
‘ ; 
e American community. Professor Odum no "J 
t 


tion.” In view of his presentation of the Southern credo 


yne would like to know hether he thir that + benef 
one woul like to Know whether he thinks tha ef ona 
government should allow the South to conti: > to ro 
Negroes of their proper share of educational funds and of the 
i I 
1 | } ee } 
rious social services and subsidies w » are financed b 
! 
the national povernment However much the Southern lib 
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(k oes vor of March 18, Ed 
i; \ ' + f t that 
! n tl f of A ntinas foremost 
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1 j f },! f thi ly { 
I rm it ; of rse untfor vabie if this alteration was 


m afraid I cannot 





go along with Mr. Wilson in the generous assumptior 


ijt is ruthless cutting which makes the difference be 


successful novel and a ‘‘puzzling’’ and “unsatisfyins 
It is annoying in the extreme to be given a book in 
characters disappear while they hold, as it were, the 


. 


of the stage, but ignoring the gaps in the narrative and 
ing “The Bay of Silence’’ by the 339 pages we are g 
or any one of them, it is my guess that Mr. Mallea’s : 
might have been twice as frustrating rather than tw 
rewarding if it had been twice as long. That is, while I 


with Mr. Wilson that Mr. Mallea’s book ‘‘has a tinge « 


The NATK 


. ‘ee 1 } : +} nt y 
tinction, I find persistent evidence of an inherent vague 


} + } 


of thought which can scarcely be blamed on either t: 


on or editing; I recall a similar puzzling quality in “| 


AT 1 ’ 


in November,” the novelette which is Mr. Mallea’s 
other work to have been translated into English. Th 
little question that Mr. Mallea is a sophisticated, 
educated, and sensitive writer—one intuitively appreciat 
tention—but he seems to me always to be hinting ar 
what he has to say instead of coming right out with it 

phousness or indirection or inconsequentia 
1 


| his amor 


whatever one might call it ie 


is most apparent in t 


ai discussions that make up such an important part ol 
I i 


Bay of Silen Mr. Mallea’s hero-protagonist—the st: 
told in the first person—is an Argentinian writer wi 


} leveot himself t fis 
levotes hhimseir to | 


sionately loves his country and « 


he way in which Argentina can throw off both its « 


i rs and corrupting foreign influences and 

s best igth; in his twenties the young man hi 

1 J 1 1 

hieve this goal through a left-wing magazine 

I 4 in his thirties, somewhat wearied but still |] 
} 1 P | P - , 
n I § his po Al energies o his fiction But I 
sf a ’ 
zens of conversations betwe Mr fallea’s pr 
} } } | 

ind his friends, and from e endiess thought 
the writer h self, we grasp only the vaguest ver 

| 1 } , . e ee ' 
cal direction ever the aistinct line OI poutical 

’ ’ 1 - 

or argumer The people in ‘The Bay of Silence 


when a newcomer to 

Wi she s to write some articles for the n agazine on tl ¢ 

of the coup d’état, Mr. Mallet sets forth his sul 

him in the following words: “He wanted to comme 
1 1 


Curzio Malaparte, to go back to the days of the Fl 


Republic ar | attempt an interpretation of Dante Al 
surely an odd, muddled, and pretentious enterpr 
one which the author does not present as odd, mudd 
pretentious This is simply the way in which people 
ind think in his novel. 
This style of thought, by the way, is not peculiar 


Mallea among 


5 


contemporary writers who concern ther 


with the political scene, and that is another reason 


cannot blame the vagueness of “The Bay of Silence 
editing or translation. I have come across this sam«¢ 
ity to grasp the political point, to enunciate it Cleat 


4 i 
develop it logically, in any number of modern Eur 
“The Fifth Seal, 


to which we 


novels. It is what makes Aldanov’s 


non-satiric sections, read like an allegory 
) 


° 4 ] 
never been given the key; it is persistent in Ji les Re 


my head would swim if I tried to give a redaction o! 


political soliloquy in the first chapter of the latest v« 
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y in the Daz/y W rker the next day. 

i 5 yne to my attention 
| ca » the United States in the 
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him mine. He pumped my hand and 
flashed a badge. He asked for my 
dentials, and I showed him a few 
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work with the sheriff's office, the 
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Suddenly he started violently. 
“What's that paper you got 
your arm?” I gave it to him. It 
New York Daily News, opened 
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have I read such a subtle and 
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ROGER R. BALDY 
New York, March 21 
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